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Reviews 


Everyman’s Encyclopaedia. Ed. by 
Athelstan Ridgway. 3d ed. 12v. New 
York, Macmillan Co. [London, J. M. 
Dent & Sons, Ltd.]. 1951, [1950]. 
illus. ports. maps. diagrs. 19.5cm. cloth 
$27.50. 


Now made available in the United 
States by Macmillan, this British work 
has been published in two earlier edi- 
tions. The first, published in 1913-14, 
and a part of Everyman’s Library, was 
discussed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for July 1930; the second edi- 
tion (1931-32), in the July 1931 issue, 
the review being based on volumes 1 
and 2. As the present reviewers did 
not have access to the earlier editions, 
they have approached the third as a 
new work, noting the claims made by 
the publishers and editor as to revision. 

A descriptive circular advises that 
Everyman’s Encyclopaedia, third edi- 
tion, is “revised and reset throughout 
with a vast store of new material added 
and many new illustrations. In fact 


one fifth of the material is entirely 
new.” It is said to contain “more than 
50,000 articles” in which “every con- 
ceivable subject is covered” and to be 
“designed to meet the average person’s 
needs—and budget.” The aim of the 
set is suggested in the claims that it 
will help the reader toward “a richer 
enjoyment of life” and toward social 
and business success; that “children will 
especially appreciate having the oppor- 
tunity to consult these easily handled 
volumes for help in their school work,” 
and that the illustrations, maps, and 
diagrams “will stir their interest and 
lead them on to wider knowledge. .. .” 

The editor states in the Preface that 
the work has “been under active re- 
vision since 1938. .. . Revision, however, 
has not been limited to additions to 
what may be conveniently. termed 
modern or ‘open’ articles; it has ex- 
tended to all ‘old’ or apparently ‘closed’ 
articles, biographical, historical, geo- 
graphical, literary, scientific, artistic.” 
The articles, all unsigned, are said to 
be “the work of a large number of con- 
tributors.” 

Main entries are arranged alphabet- 
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ically letter by letter. Their pronun- 
ciation is not indicated, but the Latin 
and Greek origins of some words are 
included. Cross references appear as 
main entries and within, and at the end 
of, articles. Selected bibliographies are 
provided for many subjects. 

To gain space, abbreviations are used 
liberally throughout the text. The 
titles of subjects are abbreviated to 
the initial letter or letters, and one 
hundred other abbreviations, listed at 
the front of each volume, are utilized. 
A separate article Abbreviations lists 
those in general British use. 

As in the cas~ of earlier editions, this 
edition of Everyman’s contains a large 
number of entries, treating subjects 
from all fields of knowledge in well- 
written articles which are, for the most 
part, short and specific. Subjects which 
lend themselves easily to debate are 
treated dispassionately and with ob- 
jectivity, eg. Communism, Fascism, 
Capital (and Capitalism). The content 
of the work as a whole has, of course, 
a British emphasis, but this is evi- 
denced by the attention given matters 
of British concern rather than by biased 
interpretation. 

Information on countries and other 
broad topics is provided in scholarly 
monographic articles, often at consid- 
erable length, e.g. Architecture in 21 
pages; Australia in 17; Biology, 16; 
Latin Language and Literature, 8; Met- 
allurgy, 12; Novel, 8; Pacific Campaigns, 
22; Parliament, 12; and United States of 
America, 36. Subdivisions for articles 
on countries include such aspects as 
topography, climate, ethnography, his- 
tory, industry, population (usually 1940 


figures or later), constitution, finance, 
education, religion, music, law, etc. In- 
formation under other subjects is or- 
ganized by similarly appropriate sec. 
tions. In many instances the sub- 
divisions run to such length that finding 
references to a particular aspect within 
them may involve prolonged search 
e.g., February Revolution under France 
—History. 

Over and above the facts supplied in 
long geographical articles, many short 
entries are found for small localities 
in many countries. To illustrate, more 
than half of the county seats listed by 
the Texas Almanac (1948) as having 
10,000 or more population appear under 
their own names in Everyman’s. Popu- 
lation figures are apparently those of 
1940, except in four cases in which the 
figures given are not only smaller than 
those estimated for 1947, but are from 
1000 (Greenville) to 10,000 (Sherman) 
less than the official 1940 census. Sev- 
eral smaller Texas communities are 
also entered. Reasons for including 
them, instead of some large county seats 
which are omitted (e.g., Amarillo, Lub- 
bock, and San Angelo), are not clear. 

Postwar information is found in the 
articles on countries. In many of them 
the historical material appears particu- 
larly thorough and up to date. Recent 
developments are also noted in articles 
on various subjects in the natural sci- 
ences (e.g. Penicillin, Surgery, Tele- 
vision) and the social sciences (eg. 
Housing, Labour Disputes, National 
Insurance Act (1946), Prisons). In gen- 
eral, the facts presented in Everyman's 
in these fields show an acceptable de- 
gree of accuracy. There are, however, 
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some instances of articles in which the 
data supplied are older than is desira- 
ble, and which should not be considered 
closed, for example in Libraries, Copy- 
right (in U.S.A.), and Vitamins. 

A lower incidence of the most recent 
data seems to characterize the text of 
many of the articles in the fields of 
literature and the fine arts although, in 
many cases, their bibliographies con- 
tain items sufficiently recent to provide 
adequate guidance for the interested 
reader. Latest developments and out- 
standing persons are not noted in the 
articles Art, Ballet, Music, Opera, and 
Painting. This is true also of some re- 
lated subdivisions in the articles on 
countries, such as the literature of Ger- 
many, the music of England and France 
(and of the United States, except for 
mention of jazz and bebop), and the art 
of France and Germany. For poetry in 
the United States, the latest title listed 
is Robert Frost’s A Witness Tree, 1943, 
and the most recent novel is Sinclair 
Lewis’ Cass Timberlane, 1945. How- 
ever, the later titles A Masque of 
Reason, 1949, and Kingsblood Royal, 
1948 (actually published in 1947) are 
mentioned in the biographies of Frost 
and Lewis. 

Biographical material is generally 
clear and factual, emphasizing the indi- 
vidual’s contribution rather than his 
personality or private life. Some of the 
longer articles contain discussions of 
backgrounds, influences, motives, etc., 
and, occasionally, passages that are 
rather eloquent, as in the closing para- 
graphs on Lincoln. 

A count was made of biographical 
entries beginning with Bra-, Cra-, 
Gra-, and Mon- in Everyman’s Ency- 
clopaedia, Encyclopedia Americana 
(1948), Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(1950), and Columbia Encyclopedia 
(1950). The totals were: Everyman’s, 


250; Americana, 318; Britannica, 253; 
Columbia, 277. Considering the size of 
the work under review, its total in this 
sample appears comparatively high. 

However, analysis of the biographi- 
cal entries in the field of music makes it 
evident that the claim of the publicity 
circular that “information is here on 
all the famous painters, sculptors, 
writers, and musicians—of all periods 
and all countries from the early epochs 
to the present day” is not wholly sub- 
stantiated where at least one of the 
groups mentioned is concerned. Al- 
though biographies for earlier figures 
important in the field of music seem 
adequate for the “average person’s 
needs,” none are found for the follow- 
ing notable composers and performers 
of the past half-century: Chavez, Cop- 
land, Cortot, De Reszke, Dohnanyi, 
Enesco, Feuermann, Flagstad, Garden, 
Gieseking, Hanson, Harris, Hess, Horo- 
witz, Iturbi, Kipnis, Koussevitzky, Lan- 
dowska, Melchior, Piatigorsky, Pinza, 
Pons, Schumann-Heink, and Szigeti. 
These would seem to merit inclusion 
in a work which has thus far been 
limited to revision at twenty-year in- 
tervals. All of them except Kipnis are 
found in Columbia (1950). 

A check was made of Nobel Prize 
winners for the five-year periods 1905 
through 1935, and the years 1945 and 
1949. Sixteen recipients of the forty- 
six awards made during these years 
do not have separate entries under their 
own names. In five instances where 
individual biographies have been sup- 
plied for recipients, the articles do not 
mention the awards. In the list of Nobel 
Prize winners, Sinclair Lewis is cor- 
rectly named as the 1930 recipient in 
the field of literature, but the bio- 
graphical material for Lewis states that 
he won the prize in 1931. 

Titles of individual works (plays, 
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poems, novels, compositions, etc.) are 
included under the entry for the writer 
or artist. As a rule, neither article nor 
cross reference appears under the title. 
Thus, there is no entry for “La Comédie 
humaine,” although its general scheme 
is suggested in the article on Balzac. 
Likewise Candida, Paradise Lost, the 
Eroica and Jupiter symphonies, the 
Mona Lisa, and Michelangelo’s statue of 
David lack entries. Major figures of 
mythology, such as Aphrodite, Isis, and 
Orpheus, are found under their own 
names, as are an insignificant number 
of the most familiar characters of vari- 
ous literatures, e.g., Beatrice, Hamlet, 
El Cid. 

Material on the household arts is 
offered in such articles as Gardening, 
Housewifery (with directions for spring 
house cleaning, including chimney 
sweeping), Pig (with the subdivision, 
Pig-Keeping), Cookery (with direc- 
tions for the preparation of meats, vege- 
tables, and “the beverages generally 
taken in Britain”). Under the names of 
some diseases are found descriptions of 
symptoms and recommended treat- 
ments, e.g., under Measles, Whooping 
Cough, Bleeding. The article Dress- 
making specifies the amounts of ma- 
terial needed for various types of 
dresses and includes basic instructions 
for cutting and sewing and similar 
operations. 

As a whole, the selected bibliog- 
raphies, supplied liberally in Every- 
man’s, compare favorably with those of 
larger encyclopedias and in some cases 
contain titles even more recent in date. 
The references supplied at the end of 
biographical articles, however, are by 
comparison less recent. 

In a work without index, accuracy of 
cross references is of more than usual 
importance. See also and q.v. references 
appear to be used to good purpose in 


Everyman’s, but its see references are 
too often inaccurate or superfluous. A 
check of those on pages 200-10, 400-10, 
and 600-10 in each of the twelve vol, 
umes disclosed that the following entries 
are blind references: Breeze-fly, Crown 
Solicitor, Crowquill (Alfred), Fed- 
erated Malay States, Feint, Futehgunge, 
Gad-fly, Gréville (Henry), Homel, 
Kéthen, Le Touquet, and Tartu. 

The entry A’ Kempis, Thomas leads 
the reader to Thomas 4 Kempis, Saint, 
but the latter refers him to Kempis for 
the actual information. There is no 
reference from Saint to Kempis, but 
references are provided from St. 
Thomas 4 Becket and A Becket to the 
article under Becket, Thomas. Block 
refers to Pulley from which one is 
directed to Belts and Belting for in- 
formation. The entry Cross-Examina- 
tion is a see reference to the article 
Evidence, but the word “cross-exam- 
ination” does not appear in that article. 
Equal-Area Projection and Equidistant 
Projection send the reader to Projection 
where there is only a see reference to 
Maps. 

The entry Fuzuli “(d. 1562), Turkish 
prose writer” refers to Turkey, Litera- 
ture which reads in part: “Fuzuli of 
Bagdad (d. 1555), one of the first Otto- 
man poets... .” From Rolls of Parlia- 
ment one is led needlessly through 
Record Office to Public Record Office. 
The reference from Tar, Wood to Tar is 
superfluous; that from Teaching to 
Education directs the reader to an 
article of fourteen pages subdivided 
first by place, then by level or aspect. 

The volumes of Everyman’s are con- 
veniently small (5 x 7% x 1% inches), 
comfortably held, and lie flat when 
opened. Each contains over 750 pages 
and is bound in durable, dark blue 
cloth with title, volume number, and 
letter range stamped in gold on the 
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spine. Range letters are confusingly 
duplicated (A-Bal, Bal-Bul, etc.) on all 
of the volumes. The two-column pages 
are printed in a small but readable type 
on a lightweight but opaque paper. 
Margins are adequate, and guide words 
are provided at the top of each column. 
Article headings are indented and in 
boldface type; subdivisions are in ital- 
ics. The boldface type is small and the 
spacing between lines and columns is 
close. As a result, article headings may 
be overlooked in the course of quick 
search. 

As a whole, the 2500 illustrations are 
well placed in the text, but since the 
paper does not take half-tone reproduc- 
tion well, many of the pictures are in- 
distinct, especially those of interiors 
and landscapes. Some of the photo- 
graphs of individuals are quite accepta- 
ble, however, and the line drawings are 
generally helpful. There is no system- 
atic provision of general maps. Some in 


black and white are used for special 


purposes, for example to illustrate mili- 
tary campaigns. These are usually clear 
and well lettered. 

Because of its generally mediocre 
half-tone illustrations, small print, 
British emphasis of content, lack of 
index, and apparently numerous ‘in- 
complete or inefficient see references, 
Everyman’s cannot be considered a 
satisfactory substitute for larger stand- 
ard encyclopedias. Because of these 
factors, and because its reading level is 
frequently unsuited to those of school 
_age, it will not prove a satisfactory re- 
placement for children’s encyclopedias. 

Despite the limitations noted above, 
Everyman’s Encyclopaedia, third edi- 
tion, presents a large amount of useful 
and accurate information, in durable 
format, at a low price. In many sub- 
jects it is satisfactorily up to date and 
sufficiently complete for the needs of 


the general adult reader. It is therefore 
recommended as a good choice in its 
price field for adult use in the home and 
in those libraries that can afford to 
provide supplementary material obvi- 
ously intended primarily for British 


consumption. 


The New Funk & Wagnalls Encyclo- 
pedia. Prepared under the editorial 
direction of Joseph Laffan Morse, 
with an editorial staff of experts and 
with the help of leading scholars, 
scientists, and educators, United 
States and foreign government agen- 
cies, museums, libraries, research 
laboratories, and industrial organiza- 
tions. . . 36v. New York, Unicorn 
Publishers, Inc., [c1949-50]. illus. 
ports. maps. diagrs. 21.8cm. cloth ap- 
proximately $72. 

According to a note on the title page, 
this set is “based on the Funk & Wag- 
nalls New Standard Encyclopedia 
[c1931-49] compiled under the editor- 
ship of the late Frank H. Vizetelly.” 
Editions of that work were reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
April 1932, January 1936, and January 
1945. The Bulletin for April 1951 car- 
ried a note to the effect that the Sub- 
scription Books Committee had been 
unsuccessful in its efforts to. procure 
review sets of The New Funk & Wag- 
nalls Encyclopedia from Unicorn Pub- 
lishers. The following review is based 
upon material examined in the Library 
of Congress. 

Articles in the set are not signed. 
Concerning the authority of the work, 
advertising states that the publishers 
“determined to rest the great weight. . . 
upon an internal staff. ... Each article 
is the product of . . . a number of schol- 
ars, each of whom carefully reviewed 
the work of the others.” Members of 
the Editorial and Production Staff are 
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named in the prefatory matter in vol- 
ume 1, which also includes an imposing 
list of the names and positions of some 
two hundred persons composing the 
Consulting and Contributing Board. 
The latter list, however, does not indi- 
cate the articles to which members of 
the Board contributed nor subject areas 
in which they were consulted. 

The encyclopedia is designed pri- 
marily for home use. According to the 
Foreword, signed by the editor-in- 
chief, the “problem, in this revision, was 
to suit the work to its use by countless 
families, in their homes, as a ready 
source for such information as they 
would be likely to require. . .. And so 
we proceeded to build an entirely new 
encyclopedia, what we conceived to be 
the ideal encyclopedia for widespread 
use, salvaging merely a comparatively 
small amount of material from former 
editions.” In a promotional brochure 
the editor states: “We determined to 


incorporate in our work every fact, 


every bit of information, every detail 
that anyone would be likely to want to 
look up, or to learn, and to exclude only 
what would make our text heavy with 
unwanted material, forbidding, hard- 
to-read, and hard-to-use.” 

The set is nine volumes larger than 
Funk & Wagnalls New Standard En- 
cyclopedia. The new 36-volume work 
is said to contain some 8,500,000 words 
(over a million more than previous 
editions), 50,000 articles, and 10,000 
illustrations. 

The articles are arranged alphabeti- 
cally by letter and appear, for the most 
part, under small headings. Pronuncia- 
tion is not indicated. Cross references 
appear as main entries and within, and 
at the end of, articles. There is no in- 
dex. Works of artists, composers, and 
authors are mentioned in biographical 
articles or partially listed at their close, 


but subject bibliographies are not pro- 
vided. Tables, charts, and lists, such as 
“Proofreaders’ Marks,” “Common Par- 
asites of Man,” etc., accompany many 
articles. 

The articles cover a broad subject 
range. Many appear to have been in- 
cluded for their popular appeal. Ran- 
dom samples of sections in two volumes 
of the set indicate that 40-45 per cent of 
the entries are biographies or identifi- 
cations of biblical characters; 20-25 per 
cent are geographical; 20-25 per cent, 
general; and 5-10 per cent, cross refer- 
ences. 

Biographical articles treat individuals 
from all walks of life and all periods, 
with generous attention given to such 
newsworthy figures and personalities as 
F. P. Adams, Fred Allen, Ingrid Berg- 
man, Lord Mountbatten, Laurence 
Olivier, and Ezio Pinza. Geographical 
coverage is world-wide, both ancient 
and modern. Subjects of recent and 
current interest are represented by 
such articles as Nylon, Plastics, Fre- 
quency Modulation, and D.S.M.—De- 
velopment of Substitute Materials (the 
code name for the Atomic Bomb Proj- 
ect), references to Howdy-Doody and 
Kukla and Ollie in the article Puppet or 
Marionette, and to bebop and boogie- 
woogie in Jazz. However, in a set 
planned for “widespread use” and “the 
average American family,” articles de- 
voted to such obscure subjects as Aal, 
Abacot, and Glyptotheca, and others 
providing little more information than 
is readily accessible in desk dictionaries 
(e.g., the entries Adit, Affidavit, Alibi, 
and Alimony) might be regarded as 
“unwanted material.” 

No evidence of bias or partiality was 
noted in the articles examined. Gener- 
ally, they are short, several appearing 
on a page, but broad topics are often 
treated at some length, for example 
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United Nations, 8 pages; Airplane, 11; 
American Literature, 11; United King- 
dom, 25; World War II, 58; United 
States of America, 88. 

Material is presented clearly and 
concisely. Although as a rule the lan- 
guage and style are popular in tone, 
some exceptions are noted. From the 
standpoint of general family use, the 
articles Binturong and Basque may be 
cited as examples of the “forbidding,” 
“hard-to-read,” or “hard-to-use.” The 
former reads in part, “a carnivore... 
mainly arboreal, with . . . prehensile 
tail. . . .”; the latter, “a holophrastic 
language ... . placed morphologically 
between the Finnic family which is 
simply incorporating, and the North 
American incorporating and, polysyn- 
thetic languages.” 

The extent to which The New Funk 
& Wagnalls Encyclopedia is indebted 
for its material to the Funk & Wagnalls 
New Standard Encyclopedia was sam- 
pled by a comparison of the entries 
Water Flea to West India Company, 
French (exclusive of cross references) 
in the two works, 365 articles in the 
present set and 329 in that upon which 
it is based. On the whole, the com- 
parison testifies to the conscientious 
revision accomplished in the new work, 
revealing a substantial amount of new 
material and much which has been re- 
organized, rewritten, popularized, and 
brought up to date. 

The comparative sample disclosed 
some forty-two articles in the older 
work (twenty-two of them biograph- 
ical) which do not appear under the 
same headings in The New Funk & 
Wagnalls Encyclopedia (eg. Water 
Wheel and Turbine, Western Front, 
Weeping Holes). Sixty-three articles 
have been added in this section of the 
new set (e.g. Watershed, Weimaraner, 
and Waves, Electromagnetic). Among 


the new articles noted were forty 
biographical entries and several devoted 
to colleges and universities. The latter 
were not treated in separate articles 
in the earlier editions. Most of the 
general articles which were compared 
appear to have been largely rewritten 
for the work under review. Weaving, 
however, has been carried over from 
the old work to the new without change. 
Generally speaking, the articles treat- 
ing cities and towns in the United 
States do not appear to have been 
changed. In those devoted to foreign 
places, change in statistical material 
seems to constitute the principal re- 
vision. 

Cross references throughout the work 
have been greatly increased. The ar- 
ticle Physics, for example, had seven 
in the 1942 edition; it has twenty-seven 
in the work under review. On the 
whole, the cross references are depend- 
able though in some cases old ones re- 
main unchanged, providing inaccurate 
or round-about directions to revised 
articles under new subject headings. 
For example, the article Adiabatic 
directs the reader to Steam Engine 
which refers him to Steam and Steam 
Engineering in which he will find a 
subdivision devoted to steam engines; 
Adipose ‘Tissue refers to Fats, but the 
article heading_is Fats and Fixed Oils; 
Boulders refers to Glacial Period, but 
the article is found under Glacial Epoch 
and includes a reference to Quaternary 
Period. 

As with any undertaking of so great 
an extent as the revision of an encyclo- 
pedia, there are some errors, omissions, 
and defects in this edition. Guide words 
at the top of the pages are not always 
accurate. The manner in which statis- 
tics, with the exception of population 
figures, are represented is not satisfac- 
tory; in most cases statements are 
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qualified by such expressions as “in a 
recent year,” “more than,” or “over.” 
Statistics provided in the article Ala- 
bama on student enrollment at the 
University of Alabama and the Ala- 
bama Polytechnic Institute are the 
same in all editions since that of 1931, 
“over 2600” and “over 1600” respective- 
ly. When compared with college en- 
rollment figures reported in the Edu- 
cational Directory, 1949/50, those in 
The New Funk & Wagnalls Encyclo- 
pedia vary by a wide range, as much 
as 3974 in the case of Indiana Univer- 
sity. The biography of Wilhelm Meyer- 
Liibke does not indicate his death in 
1936; the article Experiment Stations, 
Office of fails to note that the Experi- 
ment Station Record was discontinued 
in 1946; and the article University and 
College Standards fails to note that the 
Association of American Universities 
discontinued publication of its List of 
Approved Institutions in 1948. 
Illustrations are more numerous than 
in earlier editions. The publishers claim 
that about one fifth of each volume 
consists of pictures, the majority in 
half tone. Full color is used only in 
the frontispieces to each volume. The 
quality of the illustrations varies great- 
ly. Many of the half tones are clear-cut 
and interesting additions to the articles 
they accompany. Others, however, are 
blurred or muddy or too dark or light 
to be of much value. This may be due 
in part to the paper used. An illustra- 
tion in The New Funk & Wagnalls En- 
cyclopedia is at a disadvantage when 
compared with the same picture re- 
produced on smoother paper in another 
set (e.g. the reproduction of James 
Fenimore Cooper’s photograph in the 
work under review, volume 1, page 331, 
vs. that in Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
volume 1, opposite page 788). Some 
pictures do not successfully illustrate 


the articles to which they relate. For 
example, a picture of the Administra- 
tion Building at La Guardia Airport 
accompanies the article Beacon. The 
caption states that the beacon is “atop” 
the building, but the photograph ap- 
pears to have been taken from ground 
level and the details of the beacon are 
not visible. The several full-color 
frontispieces in each volume are also 
of varying quality. Although these ap- 
pear to be related to articles in the 
volumes they preface, none of the ar- 
ticles examined includes any reference 
to them. 

The encyclopedia includes a 64-page 
World Atlas. The first section of the 
atlas is devoted to the Western Hemi- 
sphere and bound in the center of 
volume 1; the second part, treating 
the Eastern Hemisphere, appears in 
volume 2. The maps are in color and 
copyrighted by C. S. Hammond. They 
are clearly printed, but because large 
areas are represented on small maps, 
they are not very useful for locating 
places other than major cities, states, 
and countries. 

The thirty-six volumes are new in 
format. They are easy to handle, light 
in weight, and attractively bound in 
lightweight cloth. The entire set has 
been printed from new plates in a type 
that is larger and more easily read 
than that of earlier editions. Article 
headings are indented and stand out 
clearly in boldface. 

The New Funk & Wagnalls Encyclo- 
pedia is not, literally speaking, “entire- 
ly new,” but revision has been ac- 
complished with more than the average 
degree of success. Although there are 
some errors and omissions in this edi- 
tion, it shows gteat improvement over 
earlier ones by virtue of its new format, 
new subjects, more current material, 
and more numerous cross references 
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and illustrations. It is recommended for 
adult home use as a moderately priced 
set, covering a wide range of subjects 
in a brief and usually popular style, 
It can be recommended for library 
purchase, however, only as a supple- 
ment to encyclopedias of more com; 
prehensive and scholarly treatment.. 


The New Modern Encyclopedia: A 
Library of World Knowledge. Com- 
pletely rev. and reset; based on edi- 
tion ed. by A. H. McDannald, editor- 
in-chief, Encyclopedia Americana. 
New York, Wm. H. Wise & Co., Inc., 
1950, [c1933-50]. 1494p. illus. maps. 
21.5cm. cloth $5. 


This book carries the seventh copy- 
right date of a work first published 
under the title Modern Encyclopedia 
and reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for January 1934. The Con- 
cise Encyclopedia, based on the Modern 
Encyclopedia and published in eight 
volumes for $2.98, was reviewed in the 
October 1937 issue of the Bulletin. The 
1943 edition, published under the pres- 
ent title, was reviewed in the October 
1943 issue. 

The Foreword, signed by “The Pub- 
lishers,” states that the book “attempts 
to fill the need for a handy, single 
volume reference work which will an- 
swer quickly and easily most of the 
questions of Who? What? When? and 
Where? that occur every day. It does 
not presume to be exhaustive nor high- 
ly technical.” The book jacket states 
that “the whole range of human knowl- 
edge [is] skillfully concentrated so 
that you can find instantly the facts 
you need.” The jacket claims “over 
23,000 complete articles” and “over 
1,100 illustrations.” 

As in the 1943 edition, articles are 
arranged in one alphabet with two 
columns to a page. Entries vary in 


length from one or two short sentences 
to nine and one-half columns for the 
longest article noted, World War il 
Chronology. Pronunciation is not in- 
dicated; no authorities are cited; and 
there are no bibliographies. Texts of 
documents are included under such 
entries as Atlantic Charter, Gettysburg 
Address, and Independence, Declara- 
tion of. The factual errors pointed out 
in the 1943 review appear to have been 
corrected. 

The claim on the book jacket, “Re- 
vised right up to press time,” is sup- 
ported by death dates of several ‘iog- 
raphees and by a number of articles, 
among them, Japan, Korea, and Zion- 
ism. There is need for revision in other 
articles, however. Information on the 
United Nations, entered under United 
Nations Pact, ends with the meeting at 
Lake Success in 1946; 1940 figures are 
given for natural gas production in 
the United States; enrollments in col- 
leges vary greatly from those in the 
1948/49 U.S. Office of Education Direc- 
tory; American Library Association 
membership, given as “over 13,000,” 
was 19,694 in 1949; the article Russia 
ends with the Soviet capture of Berlin 
in 1945. 

No article on United States or Latin 
American literature was found, al- 
though most other literatures are in- 
cluded. Purdue University is omitted, 
while numerous small colleges have 
separate entries. Mention of Tito is 
noted only in the article Yugoslavia. 
Oak Ridge, Flying Saucer, Iron Cur- 
tain, Canasta, Existentialism, Shostako- 
vich, and Yalta are among other sub- 
jects for which entries could not be 
located. 

The lack of cross references remains 
a serious defect in The New Modern 
Encyclopedia. Some entries are fol- 
lowed by “or” and a second term, but 
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in many of these cases no article is 
provided under the second term nor is 
there any cross reference from it to 
that under which information is sup- 
plied (eg. Kalsomine or Calcimine, 
Assassins or Ismaili, Kerguelen Land 
or Desolation Island, Carbolic Acid or 
Phenol). In some cases where sup- 
plementary information is given under 
each of two such terms, neither article 
has a reference to the other (e.g. In- 
dian Bean or Catalpa, Chorea or St. 
Vitus’ Dance). Information may be 
duplicated in two entries, as in Italian 
Somaliland (23 lines) and Somaliland 
(18 lines). In some cases it may differ: 
under Constantinople or Istanbul popu- 
lation in 1940 is given as 789,436, but 
the article Istanbul gives the 1940 popu- 
lation as 883,599. 

Hydroaeroplane includes a see refer- 
ence to Aeronautics and to Hydroplane, 
but Seaplane, with virtually the same 
information as that under Hydroaero- 
plane, has no references. While most 
of the direct see references checked 
lead to the entries referred to, a few 
errors are noted. The entry Rackets, 
for example, is a see reference to 
Squash, but the reader should be di- 
rected to Squash, Game of and not to 
the vegetable. 

Related materials are often divided 
by the practice of listing entries under 
the adjective rather than the noun (e.g. 
Atomic Bomb, Incendiary Bombs). 
While it seems to be the policy not 
to use a cross reference from the 
general to the specific, many such 
would be helpful, for example from 
Plastics to the fairly long article 
Phenolic Plastics, from Bank to the 
longer article Savings Banks, and from 
Photography to Color Photography. 
The article Insurance, however, gives 
references to those on various forms 
of insurance; Taxes and Tax Collec- 


— 


tion has a reference to Income Taz but 
not to Inheritance Tax. Although sup- 
plementary information about planets 
is given under the entries Planet and 
Solar System and under the name of 
each planet, no cross references are 
supplied. 

Under Architecture the twentieth 
century is covered by a generalized 
sentence, but there is no reference to 
Modernism in Art and Architecture 
nor to the biography of Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

As a rule, illustrations are in or neu 
the articles to which they relate. Ilus- 
trations of U.S. Army insignia, how- 
ever, appear under United States Army 
which is a see reference to Army; the 
article Army, U.S. includes no see 
reference to these illustrations; and 
the insignia of U.S. Armed Services 
are pictured under United States of 
America although the services are not 
mentioned here but in separate articles. 

The small illustrations, chiefly pen 
drawings and predominantly of natural 
history subjects, are on the whole clear. 
Six full-page black and white maps ac- 
company the articles on the continents 
in the body of the work, and at the end 
of the volume there are twenty-four 
additional maps, preceded by an index 
to countries. The maps, which are 
crowded with small print, are difficult’ 
to use. 

Few errors of punctuation and typog- 
raphy are noted in The New Modern 
Encyclopedia. Headings in boldface 
capitals stand out well on the page. 
Type for the text is small but readable, 
and the paper is thin but opaque. The 
book lies flat when open, but due to 
lack. of reinforcement, the binding is 
weak for a book of this weight. 

Lack of authority, uncertain coverage, 
and insufficient cross references make 
The New Modern Encyclopedia an in- 
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adequate reference source for homes 
or libraries. It is recommended only 
as a low-cost one-volume work, pro- 
viding information which may prove 
useful in homes where more efficient 
and authoritative reference books can- 
not be purchased. 


Webster’s New Twentieth Century 
Dictionary of the English Language: 
Unabridged. Based upon the broad 
foundations laid down by Noah Web- 
ster; rev. by the publisher’s editorial 
staff under the supervision of Harold 
Whitehall; including appendices of 
toreign words and phrases, commer- 
cial and financial terms in eight 
languages, chronology of historical 
events, the charter of the United Na- 
tions, 3000 illustrations, and a world 
atlas. New York, The Publishers 
Guild, 1950, [cl1950 by The World 
Publishing Co.]. xvii, 2006, 376, 32p. 
illus. maps. 28.5cm. buckram (price 
in question). 

This is a new edition of a dictionary 


which has been published before under 


the following titles: Webster’s Impe- 
rial Dictionary; Webster’s Universal 
Dictionary; Webster’s Monarch Dic- 
tionary; Webster’s Standard Diction- 
ary; Webster’s Twentieth Century, Dic- 
tionary, Unabridged; and Webster's 
Universities Dictionary. Webster’s 
Twentieth Century Dictionary (c1934) 
and Webster’s Universities Dictionary 
(cl1940) were reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin of October 
1934 and October 1941 respectively. 
Former editors were George Ogilvie 
and Louise A. Cooper. The present 
edition carries the names of two of the 
editors responsible for the 1940 work. 
According to the Introduction this is 
a “complete revision” under the editor- 
ship of Josephine McCarter who was 
assisted by Elsie Wright and a staff of 


special editors. Harold Whitehall, a 
member of the English Department of 
Indiana University, supervised the re- 
vision and also wrote the “Outline His- 
tory of the English Language” which 
is a part of the introductory material. 
Although this is a revised edition, the 
paging in the main body of the work 
is identical with the 1940 Webster’s 
Universities Dictionary; thirty-three 
pages of encyclopedic material have 
been added to the appendices. 

The use of Webster’s name in the 
title implies to the casual user an 
authority that is somewhat misleading. 
Absent in this edition is the state- 
ment which appeared on the front cover 
and across the back of the 1940 edi- 
tion: “This dictionary is not pub- 
lished by the original publishers of 
Webster’s dictionary or their succes- 
sors.” However, at the bottom of the 
front cover of the 1950 edition is the 
statement “A World Webster” in con- 
trast to “A Merriam-Webster” which 
appears on the title page of Webster’s 
New International Dictionary. The 
script W, used decoratively on the 
cover of the work under review, is 
quite suggestive of the NW monogram 
used in the Merriam-Webster publica- 
tions. The frontispiece is a reproduc- 
tion of an early portrait of Noah Web- 
ster, which further identifies this dic- 
tionary with those published by G. & C. 
Merriam Company. 

A long Dedication is signed only 
“The Publishers” and the four-page 
Introduction is signed “The Editors.” 
In the latter it is stated that the 
“vocabulary and definitions have been 
designed primarily for the average 
reader.” A study of the definitions 
reveals this to be the case. In the 
following paragraph, however, the edi- 
tors continue: “The word list of this 
Dictionary has been compiled from 
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many sources, and may reasonably be 
regarded as a complete vocabulary of 
English speech.” This seems somewhat 
exaggerated when the number of vo- 
cabulary entries claimed for this edi- 
tion (388,000) is compared with the 
550,000 said to be included in Webster’s 
New International Dictionary. 

In addition to the “Outline History 
of the English Language,” the introduc- 
tory section of the book includes a List 
of Abbreviations, Guide to Pronun- 
ciation, and Key to Pronunciation. This 
prefatory material is followed by 2006 
pages of vocabulary entries, a 376-page 
Appendix, and 32 pages of maps. 

Pronunciation of vocabulary entries 
is indicated by diacritical marks which 
are identified at the top of each page. 
Only a few words such as knee are 
respelled to further clarify their pro- 
nunciation. Pneumonia is not respelled, 
and ptomaine is given diacritical marks 
and is respelled in curves following the 
word “or,” which might lead the user 
to think it an alternative spelling. The 
voiced and voiceless th are rather diffi- 
cult to distinguish since the identify- 
ing mark is merely a lengthening of the 
bar on the letter t. The print is too 
blurred in many places to make this 
distinction easily seen. Plural forms are 
generally clearly indicated and alterna- 
tive forms are shown. 

Under entries, the definitions are 
numbered and, according to the Intro- 
duction, are not arranged according 
to any fixed policy. Dlustrative quota- 
tions, usually identified only by author, 
follow some of the numbered senses. 
Brief lists of synonyms are supplied at 
the end of some articles, but no anto- 
nyms are noted. 

The definitions are generally brief 
in compliance ‘with the objective of 
meeting the needs of the general 
reader rather than the scholar. Only 


brief attention is given etymology and 
in some cases not all uses of a word 
are included. For instance, under win- 
dow there is no mention of the use 
of the term in business to denote the 
opening in an envelope, nor of its con- 
notation in the special fields of geology 
and physics. Under some entries, the 
special uses of words in different fields 
are indicated by such phrases as “in 
medicine,” but since these labels are not 
in italics, they are easily overlooked 
when the reader searches for the defini- 
tion of a term as it applies to a par- 
ticular field. 

Brevity is also the keynote in the 
treatment accorded prefixes. Except in 
the case of the prefix sub, their ety- 
mology is given only slight attention. 
The use of prefixes in different parts 
of speech is also not clearly defined. 
For example, no distinction is indi- 
cated between the use of hyper as a 
prepositional and as an adverbial pre- 
fix. Variant spelling is not always given 
for suffixes such as or, although in the 
vocabulary entries such words as savor 
and honor are spelled with both or and 
our. Labor, on the other hand, is given 
only the one spelling. 

The editors have included in this 
edition many new words such as jive, 
jet propulsion, S P A R, and television. 
The definitions are, on the whole, good. 
However, candid camera is found with 
some difficulty, it being listed toward 
the end of the definitions of camera 
with no reference from the word 
candid. No definitions are found for 
some modern or slang words and 
phrases, for example Annie Oakley, 
Molotov cocktail, existentialism, and 
mosquito boat. The omission of new 
meanings of such words as token when 
used in a phrase like “token resistance” 
would also limit the use of this diction- 
ary. 
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For the Appendix, the Table of Con- 
tents lists thirty-three main sections 
devoted to miscellaneous encyclopedic 
material. These supply information on 
such subjects as Populations of Cities 
and Towns in the United States (based 
on the 1940 census), Populations of 
Foreign Cities, Presidents of the 
United States, Vice-Presidents and 
Cabinet Officers of the United States, 
United States History, History of 
Canada, and Chronology of World War 
Il. Also included are: the Consti- 
tution of the United States; Charter 
of the United Nations; Pronouncing 
Dictionary of Biography; Dictionary of 
Noted Names in Standard Fiction, My- 
thology, Legend, etc.; Dictionary of 
Foreign Words and Phrases; Pronounc- 
ing Dictionary of Scripture Proper 
Names and Foreign Words; 5000 Words 
Most Often Mispronounced; and Pro- 
nouncing Dictionary of Greek and 
Latin Proper Names. Words used in 


‘special fields of knowledge: are listed 


in sections entitled: Dictionary of 
Literature; Painting and Sculpture; 
Chemistry; etc. Although most of the 
information in these sections can be 
found in other sources in most refer- 
ence collections, the inclusion and 
arrangement in one volume would be 
useful for ready reference and, to the 
extent that the material could be 
checked for review purposes, it is 
accurate. The biographical section con- 
tains a good representation of well- 
known figures of historical and contem- 
porary periods. However, the following 
death dates are not given, although each 
of the biographees had died at least 
two years before the copyright date of 
the dictionary: Henry Ford (d. 1947); 
Orville Wright (d. 1948); Gertrude 
Atherton (d. 1948); Richard LeGal- 
lienne (d. 1947); Matsuoka (d. 1946). 

Atlas material appears in three dif- 


ferent parts of the dictionary. The 
last thirty-two pages of the book are 
devoted to colored maps. There are also 
thirteen pages of black and white maps, 
located at the end of the population 
section of the Appendix, and eight 
pages of biblical maps (also black and 
white) following the Dictionary of 
Scripture Proper Names and Foreign 
Words. The maps range from fair to 
poor in quality, but, considering their 
small size (5x7 inches and arranged 
two on a page), each includes a large 
number of places. On the maps of 
Europe and of Germany, the latest 
boundaries are not shown. There is no 
indication of Austria on either of them; 
the boundaries are of the Third Reich 
period. 

There are frequent illustrations 
scattered throughout the text, but many 
of them are too small or blurred to 
illustrate the definition adequately. The 
fifteen full-page illustrations in color 
are largely of nature study subjects. 

The vocabulary section of the volume 
is printed three columns to the page. 
The type is blurred in many places. En- 
try words are in boldface type, capital- 
ized only when they should be so writ- 
ten. The book is printed on a medium 
weight paper. The binding of the copies 
examined is a decorated buckram. 

The Subscription Books Committee 
has been unable to ascertain the price 
of this work. According to the pub- 
lishers, it is “produced for subscription 
users on contract only: price depending 
on quantity, binding specifications, etc.” 
An advertisement for the Book League 
of America has quoted a “regular retail 
price of $26.50” for the 1951 edition 
which was offered “free” as a “new 
membership gift.” As advertised, mem- 
bership in this book club involved the 
purchase of at least twelve selections at 
a total cost of approximately $18. In a 
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format comparable to that of the work 
under review, the 1940 edition, entitled 
Webster’s Universities Dictionary, sold 
for $8.95. 

In telephone conversation, July 1951, 
the publishers stated that it was im- 
possible for individuals or retail chan- 
nels to buy Webster’s New Twentieth 
Century Dictionary as the entire output 
had been contracted for by Doubleday 
Dollar Book Club, of Garden City, New 
York. It appears, therefore, that acqui- 
sition of the dictionary is at present 
contingent upon book club membership 
and that factors other than the value of 
the reference book itself may influence 
the prospective owner’s decision to ac- 
quire it or not. Disregarding such fac- 
tors, it is the opinion of the Subscription 
Books Committee that, although there 
are some improvements over the 1940 
work in the 1950 edition and thirty- 
three additional pages of encyclopedic 
material in its appendices, Webster’s 
New Twentieth Century Dictionary of 
the English Language will not replace, 
nor take its place with, the larger un- 
abridged dictionaries in libraries and 
will not prove an adequate substitute 
for them in homes. 


Subscription Books 
Committee 1951-52 


E.izABeTtH M. Bonn, Head, Reference 
Department, Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary, Minneapolis, Minn., chairman. 

Wru1am F. Baeur, Librarian and Pro- 
fessor of Library Economics, Kansas 
State College of Agriculture and Ap- 
plied Science, Manhattan, Kan. 

H. Gienn Brown, Supervisor, Readers’ 
Service, John Hay Library, Brown 
University, Providence, R.I. 

HarrretT A. Cox, Young People’s Li- 
brarian, Library Association of Port- 
land, Portland, Ore. 


Saran Grace Dicxryson, Chief, Work 
with Children, King County Public 
Library, Seattle, Wash. 

Joun Dutxka, Reference Librarian, Wis- 
consin State College Library, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

Epwarp H. Fenner, Head, Business and 
Economics Department, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, Md. 

Rutu Fring, Librarian, U.S. Bureau of 
the Budget Library, Washington, D.C, 

Donna Dorortny Fincer, Library School 
Librarian and Instructor in Library 
Science, University of Illinois Li- 
brary, Urbana, II. 

Heten Fuuuer, Supervisor, Work with 
Boys and Girls, Long Beach Public 
Library, Long Beach, Calif. 

Mrs. Bernice M. Gantt, First Assistant, 
Children’s Division, Los Angeles 
County Library, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Joun Sykes Hartin, Director of Li- 
braries, University of Mississippi Li- 
brary, University, Miss. 

Ruta M. Hess, Reference Division, 
Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Mary Annetra Hotmes, Chief Li- 
brarian, Logansport Public Library, 
Logansport, Ind. 

Epwarp Jupson HumEsToN, Jr., Asso- 
ciate Professor, Library School, Uni- 
versity of Texas, Austin, Tex. 

KarTHureEn R. Jenkins, Librarian, West- 
mount Public Library, Westmount, 
Quebec, Canada. 

Mary R. Kinney, Associate Professor, 
School of Library Science, Simmons 
College, Boston, Mass. 

Aurce Louise LeFevre, Director, De- 
partment of Librarianship, Western 
Michigan College of Education, Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. 

Harriet G. Lone, Associate Professor, 
School of Library Science, Western 
Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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